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Best of 
the Best
Nia Holston, a 2010 graduate 
of Timber Creek Regional HS in 
Gloucester Township received 
the Bar Foundation’s annual 
“Best of the Best” $1,000 
scholarship award. 
Nia, who begins her college career this month at Yale University, received her 
award at a special presentation at Timber Creek on June 11. On hand for the 
presentation were:  (l-r) Joe McCormick, President of the Bar Foundation; 
Nia Holston; Mae Robinson, Principal; and Jim Hamilton, Coordinator of the 
Scholarship Program.
Congratulations and good luck, Nia!

Continued on page 2

Annual Memorial Service 
Set for September 13th 
CCBA pays tribute to departed friends & colleagues

Members and former members of the Camden County Bar 
Association who passed away during the past year will be remembered 
and memorialized at the Bar’s annual “Opening of Court” Memorial 
Ceremony at 9 a.m., Monday, September 13th in Courtroom 63 of the 
Hall of Justice in Camden.

All Bar members, family and friends are urged to attend the 
ceremony, which will be presided over by Assignment Judge Francis 
J. Orlando, Jr. A coffee and pastry reception immediately follows the 
ceremony.

“The Annual memorial ceremony is one of our Association’s oldest 
and most meaningful traditions,” said Edward D. Sheehan, chair of 
the Memorials Committee. “It is the one opportunity we have as an 

CRACKIN’ FOR A CAUSE!CRACKIN’ FOR A CAUSE!
~ All members and friends invited to attend ~

Plans are just about complete for the Young Lawyer Committee’s First Annual 
Lobster Bake on Saturday, September 11, from 4-8 p.m. at The TapRoom in Haddon 
Township (formerly R-Mac’s Pub), and all members and friends are invited.  

In addition to a perfectly prepared, freshly flown-in Maine lobster, the menu 
includes shrimp, clams, corn on the cob, hamburgers, hot dogs, beer and wine all 
for just $65 per person! Not to mention the live entertainment, games and just plain 
fun for all!

Proceeds from the Lobster Bake will be used to establish a Scholarship Fund for 
disabled students attending the Larc School in Bellmawr. The scholarship will be set 
up through the Bar Foundation.  

See the Young Lawyer Corner Article on page 16 for additional details and use 
the Lobster Bake insert to reserve your place for this exciting new event.

Meet the Judges and Law 
Clerks Reception Sept. 21
Mix & Mingle on the river!

Kick off the new Bar year at one of the Association’s most popular 
events, the “Meet the Judges and Law Clerks” Reception. Plan now to 
join your colleagues, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 21st 
at the Camden County Boathouse on the Cooper River in Pennsauken. 
This annual member-only event features a two-hour open bar and an 
abundance of mouth-watering hot and cold hors d’oeuvres.

“The Meet the Judges and Law Clerks Reception is a terrific way 
for members of the bench and bar to mix and mingle on an informal 
basis,” said Bar President Linda Eynon. “It’s an opportunity to meet 
the Judges and law clerks of the Camden County Superior Court and 
its Appellate Division, United States District Court for the District of 
New Jersey, and the Workers’ Compensation Court, in a relaxed setting 
conducive to conversation. I urge all members to take advantage of 
this unique, member-only occasion for camaraderie, networking and 
getting back into the Bar year.”

Use the registration flier included in this month’s inserts to register 
early and guarantee your place at this traditionally sold-out, member-
only event. Valet parking will be available.

Details 
inside, 
see 
page 
16!
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Tentative Agenda for 
September 15 
Trustees Meeting

A tentative agenda for this month’s 
regular Board of Trustees meeting follows.  
The meeting will begin at 4 p.m., at Bar 
Headquarters in Cherry Hill.  All meetings are 
open to the membership. Anyone interested 
in attending should notify and confirm their 
attendance by calling Bar Headquarters at 
856.482.0620.
 I. Call to Order 
 II. Minutes from Previous Meeting
 III. Treasurer’s Report
 IV. President’s Report
 V. Membership Committee Report
 VI. Executive Director’s Report
 VII. Young Lawyer Committee Report
 VIII. Standing Committee Reports
 IX. Foundation Update
 X. NJSBA Update 
 XI. New Business  (if any)
 XII. Old Business 
 XIII. Adjourn
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Annual Memorial Service 
Set for September 13th
Continued from page 1

NOTICE TO THE BAR 
The Camden County Board of Freeholders, as part 

of its ongoing effort to reduce the cost of government, 
is requiring four (4) furlough days for most county 
departments. As last year, when Superior Court was 
forced to use furloughs, the Surrogate’s Court is now 
faced with four days on which the Surrogate’s Court 
will be closed to honor this fiscal requirement. The 
furlough dates remaining are: Friday, September 17th 
and Friday, October 29th.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions about this or any matter concerning the 
Surrogate’s Court.

The Honorable Patricia Egan Jones, Surrogate of 
Camden County

Association to come together and pay our 
respects to the memory of cherished friends 
and colleagues who are no longer with us. I 
urge Bar members to take the time and make 
every effort to join us on September 13th.” 

Those being memorialized and 
remembered, as of the date of publication are: 
John F. Rodgers, Lawrence Dunne, William 
R. Bostic, John J. Timmons, Sr., Robert M. 
Capuano, John T. Antolik, Jr., Frederick H. 
Martin, Douglas J. Yocum, Alvin R. Schomer, 
Hon. George Farrell, III, Merle Spellman and 
James L. McKenna.

Judge Orlando echoes the sentiment of 
Mr. Sheehan, stating “Your presence will 
demonstrate to the families of the deceased 
the high esteem and regard felt for their 
loved ones by their colleagues in the Bar 
Association.”

As in past years, CCBA Partner in 
Progress Tate & Tate Certified Shorthand 
Reporters in Medford will donate their 
services to transcribe the proceedings and 
provide a complimentary transcript to the 
families of the deceased.

Tuesday, September 7th 
Young Lawyer Committee Meeting

Noon
Bar Headquarters

Saturday, September 11th
Young Lawyer’s Lobster Bake

4:00 – 8:00 pm
The Tap Room, Haddon Township

Monday, September 13th
Opening of Court Memorial Ceremony

9:00 am
Hall of Justice, Courtroom 63, Camden

Wednesday, September 15th 
Association Board of Trustees Meeting

4:00 pm
Bar Headquarters

Tuesday, September 21st 
Meet the Judges & Law Clerks

5:30 – 7:30 pm
The Boathouse, Pennsauken

Wednesday, September 22nd 
Probate & Trust Committee Luncheon

Noon
The TapRoom, Haddon Heights

Thursday, September 23rd
Basic Elements of Federal 

Civil Practice Seminar
4:00 – 6:15 pm

Tavistock Country Club, Haddonfi eld

Friday, September 24th 
Social Security Committee Meeting

Noon
Bar Headquarters

Tuesday, September 28th
Understanding Alcotest Discovery Seminar

4:00 – 6:15 pm
Tavistock Country Club, Haddonfi eld

Tuesday, October 5th 
Young Lawyer Committee Meeting

Noon
Bar Headquarters
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Beginning in September, CCBA 

seminars will be held at Tavistock 

Country Club in Haddonfield.

In the event that Tavistock is 

unavailable on a particular date, 

the seminar will be held at 

The Mansion in Voorhees.

Please be sure to note the seminar 

location on the individual 

reservation forms.

CLE Materials:
Seminar materials are available in three formats: 

compact disk, email or paper packets. To assist the 
CCBA in its efforts to control costs and respect the 
environment, it is strongly suggested that seminar 
participants request materials either on a compact 
disk or via an emailed pdf.  

CLE Payment Policy:
Seminar registration fees must be paid by cash, 

check or credit card, prior to the seminar. Anyone who 
must be billed will be charged an additional $25 to 
cover the administrative costs associated with billing. 
Seminar presenters are also responsible for paying 

the Pennsylvania CLE credit fees. This policy applies 
to both pre-registrants and walk-ins.

CLE Financial Hardship Policy:
The Continuing Legal Education Committee of the 

Camden County Bar Association may, at its discretion, 
waive the course fee for any attorney, member or non-
member, who wishes to attend an Association seminar, 
but for whom the cost would be a financial hardship.

Requests for tuition waiver will not be accepted 
at the door. Requests for tuition waiver, along with 
an explanation of hardship, must be received in 
writing at least 10 days before the seminar via FAX to 
856.482.0637. 

The payment of Pennsylvania Credit Fees is the 
responsibility of the attorney

CLE Cancellation Policy:
Full refunds will be given to registrants whose 

cancellations are received at least 48 hours before the 
program begins. No refunds will be granted thereafter. 

Substitute attendees, however, are welcome 
to attend. Pay at the door registrants are held to 
the same policy as prepaid registrants, and will be 
invoiced if cancellation is not properly received. 
Seminar materials will be provided to registrants who 
do not attend.

CLE Seminar Policies

Notice to Arbitrators
The originally announced time for the NJICLE 2-hour Refresher 

(make-up) Arbitration Training Course has been changed from 
9:00–11:00 am to 12:30–2:30 pm, September 23rd. The Board 
has approved the Refresher Arbitration Training Course for 2 
hours of attorney MCLE and for Trial Attorney Certification.

The change in time was made to allow for an Initial Arbitration 
Training Course for new arbitrators, now scheduled for 9–11 am, 
also on September 23rd. 

Both seminars require a fee and are posted on NJICLE’s website. 
Current arbitrators who still need the 2-hour mandatory course, or 
individuals wishing to take the Initial Arbitration Training Course 
should register directly with ICLE at www.njicle.com.

As per the Board on Continuing Legal Education of the Supreme 
Court, official MCLE certification MUST be used for approved 
accreditation of this class. Upon completion of a course from a New 
Jersey-approved provider or of a course that has been approved 
in New Jersey, the provider must give the attorney a New Jersey 
Certification of Attendance. For courses completed out of state 
through reciprocity, a completed copy of that state’s attendance form 
will suffice as certification of attendance. BCLE Reg. 301:8.

Random audits will be conducted by the Board, and every New 
Jersey attorney is subject to audit, so please retain the certificate as 
proof of attendance.

The certificates issued at the time of training cannot be used.  
Arbitrators who took the course should logon to the AOC’s website 
and follow the “CLE Information and Forms” link for answers to 
many relevant questions.

If you are audited:

• Logon to the AOC’s website. 

• Click on the “CLE Information and Forms” link and click on 
“Certification of Attendance Form.”

• Complete and print the form.

• Fax the completed form to the County Arbitration 
Administrator for the County where you took the refresher 
course. For Camden County, please fax the form to Stephen 
L. Gladden, Esq., Camden County Arbitration Administrator, 
at 856.379.2253.  Steve will sign on the “Provider and 
Acknowledged by” line and fax the form back.
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The Camden County Bar Association has 
long been recognized for its quality, affordable 
and convenient CLE courses presented by 
local experts whom you know and meet in 
court. As a New Jersey MCLE Accredited 
Service Provider, we’re all you need to meet 
your MCLE requirements. With a full schedule 
of seminars planned for the upcoming year, 
including those required for newly admitted 
attorneys, we’re here for YOU!

In addition, Lunch & Learn programs 
addressing various areas and aspects of the 
law, and substantive committee meeting 
programs are also being planned that will 
include MCLE credits.

Make the most of your CCBA membership 
and rely on us for your MCLE Compliance 
needs. Take advantage of the 33% member 
savings on seminar tuition, and the quality 
and convenience that you know and trust.

Since Mandatory CLE has become law 
in New Jersey, every active New Jersey 
attorney is required to complete 24 credit 
hours of continuing legal education every two 
years. Of those 24 credits, at least four must 
be in ethics and/or professionalism. This 
requirement also includes attorneys with a 
plenary or limited license to the New Jersey 
bar, judges, in-house corporate counsel, and 
attorneys who work for government entities.

Although the Skills & Methods courses 
for newly admitted lawyers are no longer 
required, during a newly admitted lawyer’s 

first compliance period after admission to the 
Bar of New Jersey, newly admitted lawyers 
must satisfy 15 of his/her 24 required credit 
hours in any five of the following nine subject 
areas:  New Jersey basic estate administration; 
New Jersey basic estate planning; New Jersey 
civil or criminal trial preparation; New Jersey 
family law practice; New Jersey real estate 
closing procedures; New Jersey trust and 
business accounting; New Jersey landlord/
tenant practice; New Jersey municipal 
court practice; and New Jersey law office 
management. A lawyer who has completed at 
least the first full year’s requirements of the 
Skills and Methods Course will be considered 
to have met the additional requirements for a 
newly admitted lawyer.

Compliance Reporting Groups
Every active lawyer is permanently 

assigned to one of two compliance groups 
for CLE purposes, with one group reporting 
each year. 

Those whose birthdays fall between 
January 1 and June 30 (Compliance Group 
1) must certify their compliance on the 
Annual Attorney Registration Statement (or 
on such other form as provided by the Board) 
of each even numbered year next following 
the completion of a compliance period. 

Those whose birthdays fall between July 
1 and December 31 (Compliance Group 2) 
must certify their compliance on the Annual 

Attorney Registration Statement (or on such 
other form as provided by the Board) of 
each odd numbered year next following the 
completion of a compliance period. 

In 2011, lawyers in Compliance Group 
2 (July 1 – December 31) will be required 
to report compliance on the Annual Attorney 
Registration Statement of continuing legal 
education courses or activities equal to one-
half of the mandatory CLE requirements 
(12 credits of which two are in ethics or 
professionalism). 

Compliance Reporting 
Requirements & Timeline
Compliance Group 1: 
Reporting Period - 1.1.10 – 12.31.11 
 General Credits – 20 Ethics Credit -4 
Reporting Date – March 2012
 Alternative Credits – 12 Carryover Credits - 12

Compliance Group 2: 
Reporting Period - 1.1.10 – 12.31.10 
 General Credits – 10 Ethics Credits - 2  
Reporting Date – March 2011  
 Alternative Credits – 6 Carryover Credits – 12

Be sure to read the weekly E-Barrister, 
visit our website www.camdencountybar.org, 
and check your monthly Barrister inserts for 
the latest information on upcoming CLE 
offerings.

Pay Your Dues, Don’t Miss Out!
The Association’s dues policy states: Members, whose dues remain unpaid as of September 

1, will not be entitled to the benefits of membership. As long as dues are outstanding, unpaid 
members will not be able to attend member-only events, will pay non-member tuition rates for 
Association-sponsored CLE seminars and events, will be removed from the Barrister mailing 
list, will not be able to serve on a committee, and will not receive discounts and services 
provided by Association Partners in Progress.  

All benefits will be restored when dues are paid in full.

Paying promptly enables your Association to continue serving you and the community 
with its many important programs and services. This year’s dues structure remains the same 
as last year.  

Think about the many benefits you receive, in addition to a number of reduced member 
tuition and informative seminars throughout the year, each with New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
CLE credit. There’s the monthly publication, The Barrister; committees that offer opportunities 
to network with peers while shaping the future of your Association; numerous professional 
and social activities designed to enhance your law practice; discounts on many legal products 
and services; and much more.

Should you have questions or to use a credit card for payment, call 856.482.0620.

REMEMBER:  The upcoming Meet the Judges & Law Clerks Reception is a Member-
only event, which requires that dues be current to attend.

CCBA – YOUR Trusted Source CCBA – YOUR Trusted Source 
for MCLE Compliancefor MCLE Compliance

Nominations Sought 
for Devine Award

The Hon. Peter J. Devine, Jr. Award 
Committee is accepting nominations for this 
year’s award. The Devine Award is the highest 
honor afforded to the membership and is 
bestowed upon a member for distinguished 
service to the Camden County Bar Association. 
The Committee is chaired by Louis R. Moffa, 
Jr., a partner with Montgomery, McCracken, 
Walker & Rhoads, LLP.

Please use the Devine Award Nomination 
Form included in this month’s Barrister inserts 
to nominate a colleague who has provided 
distinguished service to the Association and 
the legal community in Camden County. 
Nominations must be received by October 22, 
to be considered.

The award will be presented at the Annual 
Devine Award Luncheon in January.
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By Arnold Fishman

Each President of 
the NJSBA comes into 
office with an agenda. 
Rick Steen, the newly 
installed President of the 
NJSBA, has announced 
that diversity is one of 
his goals. This issue got 
hot again when the Nominating Committee 
reported that there was no candidate who 
applied to take the “Over 70” seat on the 
Board. For those not familiar with the makeup 
of the NJSBA Board, in addition to the 
Officers and County Representatives, there is 
representation for the Sections/Committees, 
Young Lawyers, NJSBA Foundation and 5 
at-large seats devoted to under-represented 
groups within our constituency. Those 
groups presently designated are African-
American, Hispanic, GLBT, Asian-Pacific, 
and Over 70. The hope was that if our 
potential members see themselves reflected 
in our leadership, they would be more likely 
to join. The reality is, that has not happened. 
Therefore, increasing membership remains 
high on our to-do-list. 

The resulting discussion centered on 
whether each of the groups should have a 
designated seat or whether the Nominating 
Committee was free to give the open seat to a 
member of another under-represented group. 
My protestations notwithstanding, the Board 
decided not only to insist upon designated 
seats, but to also consider additional such 
seats — this to a Board that, in my opinion, 
was already too large. Thus was formed the 
Committee to Study the Expansion of the 
Board. Being in the minority, I was hopeful 
that the whole thing would go away. 

Shortly thereafter I received a letter 
appointing me to the Committee. Privately, I 
confessed that, while I was willing to serve, I 
wanted it known that I opposed quotas and that 
the last thing this 44-member Board needed 
was another member. My confession was 
rewarded by another letter; I was to Chair the 
Committee. We met, studied the reports of 
previous Committees, reviewed the available 
demographics and reported to the Board that, 
among other things, 5 new seats be added to the 
existing at-large designation.* The Board agreed 
and sent our recommendations to the Bylaws 
Committee to approve and draft the language to 
be presented to the membership at the Mid-Year 
Meeting in Scottsdale this November. 

My understanding is that the original 5 at-
large seats have existed for more than a decade. 
They have failed to effectuate their intended 
purpose. The NJSBA Board, much like the 
Camden County Bar Association Board, (and 
I venture to guess the Boards of other counties) 
is far from diverse. Neither our leadership nor 
our membership reflects the demographics 
of the lawyers in our State. The Committee 
worked hard to come to consensus. We 
unenthusiastically added the additional at-large 
seats as a band-aid in the hope that someday 
it can be removed. We envision a time when 
our under-represented lawyers recognize that 
the NJSBA imposes no impediment to their 
assuming positions of leadership and rise to the 
occasion. We are hungry for the day when we 
can attend a meeting of the Board and see faces 
that reflect our membership and the members 
of our profession. 

So, we are hanging out the sign: “Help 
Wanted!” All of you, who think that the strong 
voice of those of us who labor in the vineyards 
is valuable to the responsible administration of 
government and the evolution of the law toward 

a just society, please step forward. If you are 
a member, become active. If you are not a 
member, join! And if you are an active member, 
you already know how rewarding it is. 
* Presently there are 7 officers, 22 County, 7 Section/
Committee, 5 At-large, 2 Young Lawyer, 1 Foundation 
for a total of 44 seats. Two additional Section/Committee 
along with the 5 additional At-large to bring the total to 
51 seats have been proposed. 

The following is a summary of actions 
taken at the May 19, 2010 meeting of the 
New Jersey State Bar Association Board of 
Trustees at the Borgata Hotel Casino and 
Spa in Atlantic City. This summary does not 
constitute official minutes. 
Annual Meeting  Attendance at the three-
day conference shattered previous records. 
Nearly 2,000 judges, lawyers and law clerks 
took part in the event. Another 150 people 
attended the first annual Solo and Small 
Firm Conference, which was also held in 
Atlantic City. 

The event also saw the departure of Allen 
A. Etish as the association’s president and 
installment of Richard H. Steen for a one-
year term as its head. In addition, Susan A. 
Feeney became president-elect, Kevin P. 
McCann became first vice president, Ralph 
J. Lamparello became second vice president, 
Paris P. Eliades became treasurer, and Miles 
S. Winder III became secretary. 
New Trustees The meeting marked the 
departure of some veteran members of the 
board and welcomed new members. 

The new members to the Board of 
Trustees are: Sandra Ayres (At-Large), 
Domenick Caruso (Passaic County), John 
E. Keefe Jr. (At-Large), William A. Krais 
(Morris County), D. Ryan Nussey (Salem 
County), Evelyn Padin (At-Large), Jeffrey 

NJSBA Trustee Update

Diversity (Help Wanted!)Diversity (Help Wanted!)

Continued on page 18

Mediation

Arbitration

Neutral UM/UIM

856.429.9393

rhylandatlaw@aol.com

10 yrs. Superior Court Judge (ret.)

Former Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Hon. Richard S. Hyland
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We are proud to be a Partner in Progress of the Camden County Bar Association. As part of this program, 
we offer a free hour consultation in any tax/valuation/accounting/forensic/business planning arena 

where our insight, our expertise will be of help professionally or personally. 

Let us know if you:

To learn more or to receive any of the above, please contact by phone, fax or e-mail:
Martin H. Abo, CPA/ABV, CVA (marty@aboandcompany.com) 
Patrick Sharkey, CPA, MST, CSEP (pat@aboandcompany.com)

• Need our technical experience and professional insight for projects on
accounting, tax, auditing, valuation, investigative or litigation support; 

• Need help with estate or trust tax returns;
• Would like us to confidentially assess your own personal tax situation or

run multiple scenario tax projections for you; 
• Have a company or individual you’d like us to meet with; 
• Would like our “122 Review Items To Consider for Buy-Sell Agreements” or

“Abo’s Hitlist to Consider in the Buy-sell Valuation or Formula” which ICLE
and the NYC Bar used in crafting their seminars on Buy-Sell Agreements:

• Would like our handout “Selected Collection Techniques & Tips” presented
to National Employment Lawyers Association-NJ Meeting:

• Would like our handout from ICLE’s live, on-line program entitled “Tax
Aspects of Personal Injury Awards”;

• Would like any of the following articles and handouts available 
from our firm: 

° Attorney Trust Accounting Checklist and Questionnaire 

° Financial and Estate Planner – Inventory of Personal Assets 

° IRS Audit Guide For Lawsuit Awards

° Special Report by Abo and Company on Dispute Resolution

° Maximizing Travel, Entertainment and Business Meal Deductions in
Your Practice

° Special Report by Abo and Company on Valuation Issues

° 50 Deficiencies Noted in Business Plans 

° The Intestate Will (or “Your Will as Drafted by the State of New Jersey”) 

° Annual Fiscal Checkup

Abo and Company, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS / LITIGATION & FORENSIC CONSULTANTS

www.aboandcompany.com

Pennsylvania
6 E. Trenton Ave, Suite 5

Morrisville, PA 19067
Phone: 215-736-3156  Fax: 215-736-3215

New Jersey 
307 Fellowship Road, Suite 202

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
Phone: 856-222-4723  Fax: 856-222-4760

PLEASE NOTE:

Our NJ Office

has relocated

By Hon. Noel L. Hillman
United States District Judge 

Every year hundreds of federal inmates 
are released from prison and return to their 
communities in Southern New Jersey. Of those 
released, numerous face significant barriers 
to successful reintegration into society. Many 
of these barriers are legal in nature, such as 
outstanding child support payments, difficulty 
in receiving benefits, lack of identification, 
driver’s license suspensions, and many more 
civil legal issues. Comprehensive studies 
have shown that when barriers to successful 
reintegration are removed at the earliest 
possible point, the goal of reducing recidivism 
and helping former prisoners return to their 
communities to live successful lives has the 
greatest chance of success.

To that end, I would like to announce 
the creation of the Rutgers School of Law-
Camden, Federal Prisoner Reentry Project.  
The Rutgers School of Law-Camden Federal 
Prisoner Reentry Project has been created in 
conjunction with the United States District 
Court for the District of New Jersey.  The 

goal of the Project is to work closely with the 
United States Office of Probation to identify 
potential clients with civil legal issues that 
prevent successful reintegration into society.  
Trained law students who have volunteered 
their time and made a commitment to pro bono 
work, under the supervision of experienced 
attorneys, will represent the Project’s clients.  

In addition to referrals to Rutgers’ own 
pro bono and clinical projects the Federal 
Prisoner Reentry Project would like to 
enlist private attorneys to provide pro bono 
civil legal services in order to help clients 
remove legal impediments to their successful 
reintegration into society.  The Reentry 
Project will provide numerous opportunities 
for the participation of the private bar in 
handling these matters on a pro bono basis. 
The participation of the private bar is greatly 
encouraged in order to make the Reentry 
Project a success, and greatly appreciated.       

The creation of the Federal Prisoner Reentry 
Project serves several important goals. First, 
by reducing the legal obstacles that prevent 
successful reintegration, the likelihood 

of finding employment, strengthening 
families, and developing a positive view of 
the legal process is greatly increased while 
the potential for re-arrest declines. Further, 
the Project provides a unique and special 
opportunity for the law students involved. Not 
only does the Project provide an opportunity 
for experiential learning, but it instills in law 
students the value and importance of pro bono 
work.  Additionally, the Reentry Project with 
the cooperation and support of the private 
bar will create opportunities for practicing 
attorneys to give back to our communities 
through this important pro bono work.  It is 
my belief that the Federal Prisoner Reentry 
Project can not only serve our community by 
providing important legal services to those in 
need, but with the participation of law students 
and the private bar can also fulfill the highest 
ideals of the legal profession.  

For more information please contact, Todd 
A. Berger, at 856-225-6413 or toberger@
Camden.rutgers.edu

Rutgers School of Law-Camden 

Federal Prisoner Reentry ProjectFederal Prisoner Reentry Project
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By Joseph A. McCormick, Jr.

Welcome back from one of the hottest summers 
that I can remember. Although I am writing this in 
early August from Sea Isle, I know that you will 
not be reading this until September. So, let me 
be the first to tell you that the “Fun in the Sun” 
time is over and it’s time to get back to reality as 
September is the unofficial start to the Bar year.

This new job has been a great deal of fun. I have 
left the “heavy lifting” up to our capable new Association President, Linda 
Eynon. Instead, I have been involved in a number of enjoyable activities. 
For example, I attended the Children’s Picnic at Challenge Grove Park. 
This was another successful picnic which was thoroughly enjoyable for 
the many children who attended. I also presented a $1,000 scholarship 
check to Nia Holston, a young woman from Timber Creek High School 
who is planning to attend Yale University this month. I have been involved 
in the “Dress-A-Student” campaign to provide school uniforms for H.B. 
Wilson School students in Camden. Finally, I was involved in the selection 
process for the prestigious Judge John F. Gerry Award. This award will be 
presented to Justice John Wallace of the New Jersey Supreme Court (ret.). 
We hope to see you at the awards dinner on October 19.

While I am enjoying my term as Foundation President, I have 
noted that we could improve things if we all agreed to make some 
small changes. September is a great time for such change. It is a good 
time to consider what we can do to help others who might not be 
quite as fortunate as we are. This is the type of change that can only 

help us feel better about ourselves and our profession.
The Bar Foundation is here to help you with that change. With your 

assistance, we can continue to help others and you can assist us in 
a number of ways. One way is to attend some of our functions. Our 
Fall Frolic is scheduled for November 16th. For the price of a $10 
ticket, you will help the Bar Foundation pay for the annual Children’s 
Holiday Party. This is an event that many of the less privileged children 
in Camden look forward to year after year. Chris Mourtos of the 
Coastline makes his facility available to us for both the Fall Frolic and 
the Children’s Holiday Party. So if you have not attended the Fall Frolic 
in recent years, please make a small change and join us. You might 
even bring a few friends. Lawyers are not such bad company, after all.

Next up on the agenda is the Children’s Holiday Party. This party 
occurs on the first Saturday in December and we can always use 
volunteers. If you can help, give Bar headquarters a call and let us 
know. I can guarantee that you will have a good time and that your 
efforts will be appreciated by a number of deserving children.

In my first column, I suggested that we might all consider a donation to 
the Bar Foundation during the holiday season. Many of us exchanged gifts 
with our coworkers during those best of times. Do you remember what 
you received last year? Do you even remember what you gave last year? 
Perhaps you could agree with the people at the office to make a donation in 
lieu of gifts this coming year. That agreement would certainly be in the true 
spirit of the holiday and would truly “keep on giving.” Think about it.

It’s time to head back down to the beach! I’ll be in touch with you 
next month.

Foundation Update

Turning Over A New LeafTurning Over A New Leaf

Confidential InvestigConfidential InvestigConfidential InvestigConfidential InvestigConfidential Investigaaaaationstionstionstionstions

BOTTOM LINE INVESTIGATIONS

CriminalCriminalCriminalCriminalCriminal CivilCivilCivilCivilCivil PersonalPersonalPersonalPersonalPersonal

20 Years of Law Enforcement Experience

Subpoena ServiceSubpoena ServiceSubpoena ServiceSubpoena ServiceSubpoena Service PPPPPaaaaatrol & Detective Experiencetrol & Detective Experiencetrol & Detective Experiencetrol & Detective Experiencetrol & Detective Experience

PPPPP.O.O.O.O.O. Box 2260. Box 2260. Box 2260. Box 2260. Box 2260
Cherry Hill, NJ  08034Cherry Hill, NJ  08034Cherry Hill, NJ  08034Cherry Hill, NJ  08034Cherry Hill, NJ  08034

856.577.1767856.577.1767856.577.1767856.577.1767856.577.1767
botbotbotbotbottomlineinv@comcast.nettomlineinv@comcast.nettomlineinv@comcast.nettomlineinv@comcast.nettomlineinv@comcast.net

Brian DeCosmo
Criminal Investigator (ret.)
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By Jill M. Tribulas

Why is it that most family vacations (or 
at least mine) often include playing card 
games? I recently returned from a large group 
vacation at the beach where more often than 
not you would hear the familiar sound of 
cards shuffling up and feathering back down 

into place. The oldest generation (not me) 
introduced the youngest generation (also, 
not me) to gin rummy and hearts, suicide 
kings and one-eyed jacks. If we had a fourth 
player, no doubt you would have witnessed 
the sarcasm and intimidation that naturally 
accompany a serious game of pinochle. 

Regardless of the rules of the individual 
games, the cards you are dealt are very 
important. They determine your strategy and 
govern how you choose to play your hand. 
Life is like a deck of cards. You never know 
what you’re gonna get. (That sounds a bit 
familiar.) It’s true though. No matter how 
good we are at the game we play we’re still 
restricted by the cards we’re dealt. 

Luckily, in life as in cards, we have some 
freedom to choose. We decide what to keep 
and what to discard. We choose whether 
to pass or bid; hit or stay; hold or fold. 
Sometimes we realize too late that the card 
we casually discarded would have won us 
the game. Other times, the seemingly perfect 
hand can turn into a royal mess with a single 
trick. What we do with the cards we’re dealt 
is very important. It’s what defines us as 
players and as people. 

My vacation was not the hand I was 
expecting to be dealt; but it’s a hand I’m glad 
I had the chance to play. Ideally, vacations are 
a time to get away from it all. But, it appears 
that “it all” finds us no matter where we go. 
There were seized transmissions, unexpected 
departures, shattered windows and chipped 
hearts; and a fleet of emergency vehicles full 
of compassionate EMT’s armed with stuffed 
animals to calm kids and parents alike. 

Yes. It’s safe to say my vacation did not 
turn out the way I planned but I would not 
change a thing. I’ve found that nothing brings 
people together quite like early morning 
911 calls and six adults squeezed into a car 
manufactured to seat four. Some of us may 
have started the week as strangers—but we 
all left as family. Playing cards with beers 
and tears. Love and laughter trumped the 
drama and our potentially loser hand turned 
into a real winner.

In life, as in cards, aces get trumped and 
sometimes you will find yourself in the hole. 
But even the worst hands can be fun to play. 
The best thing you can do is just deal. 

Justice Complex

Playing the Hands You’re DealtPlaying the Hands You’re Dealt

USI Affinity  is the trusted source 
and preferred provider of Lawyers’ 
Professional Liability for the 
Camden County Bar Association. 

To learn more please contact 
Steve Chaloult  at 
800.265.2876 
or visit our website 

www.usiaffinity.com 

P R O F E S S I O N A L   I N S U R A N C E   S O L U T I O N S

Lawyers’ Professional Liability insurance 
you can count on . . . 

from a company you can trust!

USI AFFINITY 
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By Barry W. Rosenberg

The Camden County Bar Association’s Special Civil Part 
Committee meets with the Presiding Judge, the Court Administrators 
and the Court Officers on a regular basis to discuss Special Civil 
Part practices and procedures, to resolve problems and to discuss 
suggestions for facilitating the smoother resolution of Special Civil 
Part cases. At the most recent meeting, which was conducted on June 
15, 2010, the following issues were reviewed:

1. Special Civil Part Officers are once again willing to serve 
and conduct residential personal property levies. Given the 
extraordinary volume of cases that are now in the system as a 
result of the 2009 economic depression, the Court Officers urge 
us to be selective in choosing the cases in which such levies are 
requested. Make an effort to evaluate the reasonable likelihood 
that a personal property levy will generate enough value to warrant 
the time, costs and energy involved.

2.  Mediation is now available to resolve disputes between Plaintiffs’ 
counsel and Court Officers respecting entitlement to commissions. 
The Co-Chairmen of the Special Civil Part Committee, Barry W. 
Rosenberg, Esquire and Jules A. Lieberman, Esquire, are willing 
to assist Court Officers and counsel who cannot resolve disputes 
regarding payment of commissions. Such disputes often arise 
due to lack of communication regarding actions that are taken 
by the Court Officers on Writs of Execution without notifying 
counsel that specific steps have been accomplished. The test for 
determining if a commission is due is whether the Court Officer’s 
action was the precipitating factor in obtaining payment from 
the debtor. If mediation of such disputes is not sought or is not 
successful, the Court Officers can file a motion with the Presiding 
Special Civil Part Judge to compel payment of commissions.

3.  Plaintiffs’ counsel can expect to receive notice of intention to return 
Writs of Execution as “Satisfied,” at least 30 days in advance. This 
affords you an opportunity to certify the amount of interest that 
has accrued on the Judgment, before the Writ is returned, to enable 
collection of the appropriate remaining balance. This procedure 
also affords counsel an opportunity to reconcile actual amounts 
received with amounts being reported on the Court Officer’s final 
itemization.

4. Certain salaried employees such as restaurant workers, who are paid 
less than minimum wage due to the differential that is created by tip 
income, often seek to avoid payment of debts on Writs that simply 
request wage deductions. The better practice is to request a levy on 
“any and all monies due and owing, which would include but not 
be limited to tips that are paid or are to be paid to the employee by 
means of credit cards.” In the absence of a post-Judgment deposition 
under oath regarding tip income that is received, which would still be 
difficult to independently verify, it is not difficult to obtain an order 
compelling the employer to withhold all of an employee’s tip income, 
which is considered money due and owing rather than salary.

5.  From August 1, 2009, Camden County Court Officers have 
regained authority to manage and disburse their own trust accounts 
relating to monies received in collection cases. Most Court Officers 
disburse once per month. Any and all inquiries regarding total 
amounts collected and balances on account should be directed to 
the individual Officer to whom a Writ has been issued.

6.  As your experience will bear out, some Court Officers are not 
as computer savvy as others. Many still prefer telephone contact 
or faxes rather than emails.  The list below will provide updates 
regarding the current group of Court Officers, their contact 
information and their preferred means of contact.

The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for 2 pm, on October 
19, in Courtroom 60. If you are not currently listed as a Committee 
member but are interested in participating, please contact Barry W. 
Rosenberg, Esquire at (856) 428-7111. The Committee welcomes 
input from all CCBA practitioners.

SPECIAL CIVIL PART OFFICER TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
COURT OFFICER CONTACT NO. EMAIL   

George A. Cook Office (856) 346-0335 
 Cell (856) 816-1202 
 *Use cell to set up evictions 
 7:00 am - 8:45 am 
 PO Box 603 
 Stratford, NJ  08084 

Dawn M. Hines Cell (609) 332-7340 
 PO Box 20 
 Lawnside, NJ  08045 dshirre@yahoo.com  

Damon K. Lacey Cell (609) 851-4126 
 Fax (856) 546-8805 
 PO Box 176 
 Magnolia, NJ  08049 dlacey342@comcast.net

Cecil Canady Cell (856) 296-4812 
 PO Box 867 
 Mount Laurel, NJ  08054 ccanady47@aol.com  

Rick Hailey Cell (609) 922-2190 
 Fax (856) 784-8650 
 PO Box 100 
 Magnolia, NJ  08049 qunlimited12566@gmail.com

Jim Bartie Cell (609) 828-8887 
 PO Box 262 
 Runnemede, NJ  08078 jbartie@comcast.net

John Franklin Cell (856) 264-6119 
 Fax (856) 627-6450 
 PO Box 249 
 Oaklyn, NJ  08107 franiklin.johnh@gmail.com

Special Civil Part UpdateSpecial Civil Part Update

CONIGLIO FAMILY & SPORTS CHIROPRACTIC
FREE Telephone Consultation

468-4200 • 1144 Mantua Pike • Mantua
“Best of South Jersey” for over 8 years

Offering Gentle Expert Care • 16 Years Experience

Spinal Whiplash Pain Requires Serious Care

 Accepts Most Insurance

 Dr. Barry Coniglio Dr. Scott Aumenta
www.greatspine.com



September 2010 THE BARRISTER Page 11

Picnics GalorePicnics Galore
Throw a picnic in the country, and the City kids will come!

Moon Bounce-A perennial favorite! What’s a day in the country without a pony ride?

Drinks are on me!

Just a minute in the shade works wonders. You’ve got to be kidding!

Mmmmmm, Good!

Judge Fratto, forever a trendsetter Time to work off the calories
(l-r) Past CCBA President Andy Kushner, CCBA President 
Linda Eynon & 1st Asst. Burlington County Prosecutor Ray 
Milavsky

Ain’t She Sweet!

Judge Rand & Jim Hamilton Assignment Judge Orlando & Ray Milavsky

Saturday, June 5 dawned warm with plenty of 
sunshine, smiles and much laughter as the Bar 
Foundation’s annual Kid’s Picnic for disadvantaged 
kids from Camden went off without a hitch!

Bus loads of kids were greeted at Cherry Hill’s 

Challenge Grove by Judges and member volunteers who 
cooked up plenty of picnic fare, games, and entertainment 
to make a very special day for their guests!  

Thanks to all who volunteered their time to bring a 
day of happiness into the lives of these deserving kids!  

SRO!

Annual Camden/Burlington Joint Bar Picnic a Success!
Friday, June18th was a perfect day for the Camden/Burlington Joint Bar Picnic at the Flying W in Medford. 

A highlight of the day was the “Surf & Turf” added to the menu. 
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VERDICT: Damage Verdict:  
  $225,000 (5/5/10)
Case Type: Personal Injury
Judge: F.J. Fernandez-Vina,  PJ, Cv
Plaintiff’s Atty: Barry Wendt, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Michael David, Esq.
L5865-07 Jury 

VERDICT: No Cause  (5/5/10) 
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Frederick J. Schuck, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Dan Mancini, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Mary Brennan, Esq.
L-4330-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause  (5/6/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Robert G. Millenky, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Lee Rosenfeld, Esq.
Defendant’s Attys: Jeanine Clark, Esq. 
  & Joseph Gallo, Esq.
L-6542-06 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (5/6/10) 
Case Type: Personal Injury
Judge: John A. Fratto, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Jeffrey Stern, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Anthony Castellani, Esq.
L-8231-06 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (5/6/10) 
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Michael J. Kassel, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Jared Kasher, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Eric Robinson, Esq.
L-5333-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (5/26/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Michael J. Kassel, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: David Cuneo, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Charles Blumenstein, Esq.
L-3994-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (5/26/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: F.J. Fernandez-Vina,  PJ, Cv
Plaintiff’s Atty: Philip Ciprietti, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Thomas Grimm, Esq.
L-2054-07 Jury

VERDICT: Liability Verdict:  42% Plaintiff 
  58% Defendant; Damage Verdict:  
  $38,500 to Plaintiff (5/27/10)
Judge: Ronald J. Freeman, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: David Schrager, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Everett Simpson, Esq.
L-2284-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (5/27/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Frederick J. Schuck, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: David York, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Robert Brown, Esq.
L-376-08-07 Jury

VERDICT: Settled During Trial (5/10/10)
Case Type: Incapacitation
Judge: Mary Eva Colalillo, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Betsy G. Ramos,  Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Mitch Mullen, Esq.
CP-186-00 Bench

VERDICT: No Cause (5/13/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Robert G. Millenky, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: John Borbi, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Robert Kaplan, Esq.
L-2640-07 Jury

VERDICT: Damage Verdict: $25,000 to 
  Plaintiff (5/13/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: F.J. Fernandez-Vina,  PJ, Cv
Plaintiff’s Atty: David Daniels, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Lauri Tilghman, Esq.
L-6155-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause  (5/14/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Frederick J. Schuck, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Harvey Mitnick, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Bill Hanifen, Esq.
L-1254-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (5/18/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: F.J. Fernandez-Vina,  PJ, Cv
Plaintiff’s Atty: Joseph Monaco, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Darren Hibbs, Esq.
L-1170-08 Jury

VERDICT: Liability Verdict:  25% Defendant 1, 
  75% Defendant 2 (5/19/10)
Judge: Ronald J. Freeman, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Attys: Robert Porter, Esq. 
  & Michael Kaplan, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Cindy Shera, Esq. 
  & Patrick Darcy, Esq.
L-201-08 Jury

VERDICT: Damage Verdict:  
  $65,000 to Plaintiff (5/20/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Robert G. Millenky, J.S.C.
 Plaintiff’s Atty: Michael Ritigstein, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Lawrence Berger, Esq.
L-1838-08 Jury

VERDICT: Damage Verdict: $15,000 to 
  Plaintiff (5/20/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Frederick J. Schuck, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: John Mifka, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Michael David, Esq.
L-1882-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/8/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: John A. Fratto, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Ben Goldstein, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Robert Kaplan, Esq.
L-1522-08 Jury 

VERDICT: Favor of Plaintiff – 
  No Damages  (6/9/10) 
Case Type: Appoint Special Medical Guardian
Judge: Mary Eva Colalillo, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Donald Cofsky, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Lorraine Hunter-Hoilien, Esq.
CP-135-09 Bench

VERDICT: Favor of Plaintiff – 
  No Damages  (6/9/10)
Case Type: Appoint Special Medical Guardian
Judge: Mary Eva Colalillo, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Joseph Bennie, Esq.
Defendant’s Attys: Lorraine M. Gormley, Esq.
CP-117-09 Bench

 VERDICTS IN THE COURT VERDICTS IN THE COURT
Superior Court of New Jersey

Law offices of
GRAYSON H. HEBERLEY, III, ESQ., CELA, P.A.

76 E. Euclid Avenue,  Suite 201
Haddonfield, NJ 08033

graysonheberley@verizon.net

Practice limited to elder and disability benefit planning (Medicare Set-
Aside Trusts, Medicaid and long term care planning, Medicaid and SSI
Special Needs Trusts, Medicaid applications), veterans’ benefits, estate

planning, estate administration, guardianships and real estate transactions.

        Tel:  (856) 795-1100                          Fax: (856) 229-7683

LARGEMOOR FILM SERVICE INC.
LEGAL FORENSIC PHOTOGRAPHY

Providing expert photographic services for crime scenes,
accident scenes, video depositions, day-in-the-life videos,

personal injury, expert reports & displays.

Mention this ad for CCBA discount!

LARGEMOOR FILM SERVICE INC.
128 N. Sixth Street ~ Camden, NJ 08102
Tel: 856.963.3264 — Fax: 856.963.2486

email: largemoor@aol.com — www.largemoor.com

Continued on page 17
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Welcome Back!
Welcome back to the Bar Association from 

summer break. I do hope that everyone had a 
great summer, albeit hotter than anything we 
have had in years!

One of the duties and privileges given to 
the President of our Bar Association is the 
participation in the admission of members 
and friends of the Camden County Bar 
before the United States Supreme Court.
While I remember my admission ceremony 
of several years ago, with Foundation 
President Joe McCormick serving as the 
movant, as being meaningful; my experience 
as the moving party in this year’s ceremony 
made such a more indelible impression. As 
you sit in the courtroom, ten feet away from 
the Justice’s chairs, waiting for the session to 
begin, you are immediately struck with the 
majestic grandeur of the courtroom, and are 
reminded of all the history and law that has 
been made in this room. At exactly 10 a.m., 
all nine Justices appear, in choreographed 
unison, from behind heavy red drapes to take 
their places on the “bench.” The Chief Justice 

announces the opinions of the Court that 
will be delivered that morning. Following 
the reading of the opinions, the admission 
ceremony begins. The steeped in tradition 
ritual and formality adds to this inspiring 
experience. What an honor to hear the Chief 
Justice call my name to come to the lectern 
to make my application for admission to the 
United States Supreme Court of the thirteen 
attorneys who traveled with us. Thankfully, 
my very precisely scripted motion (as 
prepared by the Court) was said with 
oratory perfection! If you have not had the 
opportunity to take part in this truly moving 
event, I would encourage you to do so.

The month of June also continued 
with the traditions of hosting a picnic for 
underprivileged children from Camden and 
the annual Bar Outing. This year’s Children’s 
Picnic was a great success, as gauged by the 
smiles on all of the children’s faces. Thank 
you to all the volunteers, especially co-chairs 
Brenda Eutsler and Jenifer Fowler, who 
helped to make this event so special.  

Our traditional Bar Outing, now combined 
with the Burlington County Bar Association’s 
Bar Outing, was once again held at the 
Flying W ranch in Medford. I know that the 
members who attended had a great time, 

though the number of members participating 
in this event has dwindled over the past few 
years. If you have some thoughts on the June 
Outing, or any of our events, please feel free 
to reach out to me.

With the advent of September comes our 
Meet the Judges and Law Clerks Reception. 
I hope to see everyone at the boathouse on 
September 21st as we welcome the new 
clerks.  

Another event not to miss this month is the 
Young Lawyer’s Committee Lobster Bake. 
On Saturday, September 11th come to the 
TapRoom in Haddon Township for lobster, 
shrimp, corn on the cob, beer/wine and live 
music. The proceeds of this very worthwhile 
event will go to a newly created scholarship 
fund, established by the YLC, for the benefit 
of the Larc School, which serves students 
with a wide range of disabilities.

Finally, on September 13th, please join us 
for the Annual Memorial Ceremony as we 
remember the Bar Association members who 
have passed away during the past year.

As you can see, the Bar Association is off 
to a great start. I look forward to seeing you 
at these events, and thank you in advance for 
your participation.  

 PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
 by Linda W. Eynon
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By Jim Hamilton

As consumers continue 
to search out wine values, 
producers and distributors 
have worked to respond in various ways, 
some of which are more apparent than 
others. The most noticeable reaction to 
the market is reduced pricing, be it by 
producers lowering the tariff for new 
vintages or distributors cutting the cost of inventory to move 
wines that have been gathering dust in their warehouses. 

More subtle adjustments of price can occur when grape growers 
unable to sell the fruit of their labor at prices once commanded lower 
their prices to the winemakers who then can price their product 
more favorably. Another concession to wine drinkers’ resistance to 
higher price points occurs when a producer declassifies wines that 
once yielded a loftier fare to sell as a more generic product. An 
example of this is when a German winemaker uses grapes from a 
prized vineyard to fashion an “ordinary” non-site specific bottling. 
The result is not a lesser wine, but rather a greater bargain. The 
consumer benefits, of course, while the winemaker maintains the 
prestige of his vineyard with the expectation that when the market 
rebounds, he once again can bottle and sell the wine at a price 
commensurate with its pedigree. 

One trend we have seen, particularly with Austrian wines, is 
the increased number of one liter bottles. This trend now seems 
to be extending to German wines, as I witnessed at a recent trade 
tasting. Two producers offering these entry level bottlings prompted 
me to place an order through one of the best sources in our area 
for German wines, Canal’s Hainesport. Wine buyer, Joe Huber, 
alerted customers of an extensive list of wines attainable on a direct 
import basis through their local distributors. The direct import, or 
“DI,” is another way for retailers and distributors to collaborate in 
acquiring wines for sale that otherwise might not be ordered. The 
distributor will set a more favorable DI price than will be offered on 
a regular purchasing basis. The retailer will then endeavor to line up 
customers who commit by their deposits to buy DI wines. With the 
wines pre-sold, the retailer’s risk of purchasing wines that are met 
with yawns of customer disinterest is largely removed. All parties 
to the transaction benefit: the producer moves inventory in advance 
of it being ready to ship; the distributor has a guaranteed and early 
sale; the retailer will make its profit with a quick turnover; and the 
in most cases, the consumer will pay lower price. 

I was impressed by the “big bottle” 2009 Reuscher-Haart 
Piesporter Riesling that is due to arrive in October. The wine is 
off-dry and nicely textured, showing a deft balance of creamy peach 
fruit cut clean by a core of healthy acidity. It is a sunny wine that 
shines brighter due to its value. The other one liter German I thought 
was a particularly attractive buy is the 2009 Jakob Schneider 
Riesling Kabinett. The flavor profile if this wine is similar to the 
Reuscher-Haart, with the peach fruit again dominating, although 
with an impression of more advanced ripening that is stonier and 
closer to the core. The framework of the wine shows more weight, 

with perhaps a bit less definition, but, again, this is a fine value offering 
from a producer whose star is on the rise. 

If you enjoy fruit focused wines but not the residual sugar we often 
see with German wines, and if your wine merchant is as adventurous as 
you, a wine worth trying, if you can locate it, is 2009 Joostenberg Wines 
Chenin Blanc/Viognier. Chenin Blanc remains a widely grown grape 
in South Africa (where it often is referred to as Steen), and this South 
African wine exhibits an inviting, floral nose, undoubtedly reflecting the 
Viognier influences, with good Chenin grip. While not as lactic as many 
Chenin Blanc wines, this rendition offers crisp, clean apple and pear 
fruit displaying a crabapple tartness and a refreshing finish. 

A grape that has continued to grow in popularity is Sauvignon Blanc, 
and as it has gained fans, prices have gradually escalated. As those of you 
familiar with New Zealand Sauvignon Blancs have discovered, the varietal 
can be quite assertive, with aggressive qualities than can be polarizing. 
Many gravitate to those grassy styled wines, while others prefer their 
Sauvignon Blanc to be more soft and fleshy. If you prefer a more easy 
going style of Sauvignon Blanc, and want to hit the low price point many 
New Zealand offerings accommodate, perhaps 2009 Joel Gott California 
Sauvignon Blanc will suit you. The fruit has the characteristic gooseberry 
and boxwood qualities of the varietal, but it soft pedals them. It is as 
round as it is gripping, and offers some quinine and mineral nuances to 
add further interest. Another favorably priced offering from a producer a 
hemisphere away from Joel Gott is the 2008 Elki Elqui Valley Sauvignon 
Blanc from grapes grown at high altitude in northern Chile. This is a more 
exotically styled wine that offers riper citric fruit framed with chalky edges 
delivered in a round and silky textured body. However, I expect this wine 

ANDRES & BERGER
Award-Winning Certified Civil Trial Attorneys       

Reputation and Results
With over 60 years of experience serving 
Southern New Jersey, the law firm of 
Andres & Berger, P.C. is recognized as 
one of the leading firms whose practice 
is limited to medical malpractice and 
personal injury litigation.

Top 100 New Jersey Super Lawyers
New Jersey Monthly

Preeminent Lawyers (AV rated)
Martindale-Hubbell

The Best Lawyers in America
Woodward/White, Inc

Referral of malpractice and personal injury claims involving significant
permanent injury or death are invited from members of the bar and

referral fees are honored pursuant to Rule 1:39-6(d).

264 Kings Highway East | Haddonfield, NJ 08033
t. 856.795.1444 | www.andresberger.com

Continued on next page
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By Kimberly Alford Rice

Why Firms Should 
Develop a 
Strategic Plan

When I work with law 
firms which profess to 
have strategic plans, I find 
it bewildering that they are typically stored in 
the management teams’ drawers somewhere 
and are rarely implemented. I scratch my head 
and ask why bother expending the time and 
energy to develop a strategic direction for the 
firm if there is no system created to implement 
the plan. What a colossal waste of time, to say 
the least.

The contrast of a profitable and barely 
surviving law firm can often be traced to 
how seriously its leadership commits itself 
to the strategic planning process and how 
effectively they define the firm’s collective 
mission and business goals, its culture, value 
system and beliefs, and desire to grow in its 
marketplace.

Firms that differentiate themselves through 
strategic planning recognize the value (and often 
payoff) to operating as an efficient business in 
a fiercely competitive legal landscape.

The strategic planning process, if well-
defined and carefully implemented, will 
cultivate a greater sense of team work, 
ownership larger than for an individual 
lawyer, and common goals and direction at 
all levels of a firm as well as to strengthen 
communication and help achieve emotional 
equity among its partners. This is critical for 

the implementation to be successful.

Implementation
The real rewards of the strategic planning 

process are in the plan implementation. 
Anyone who has worked through this process 
knows that this is the most difficult part but 
one which presents a tremendous opportunity 
to move a firm’s goals forward.

Consider these steps for strategic plan 
implementation:
• Leverage the existing organizational 

structure (management committee, practice 
group leaders, key partner influencers, etc.) 
to develop strong “buy-in” and common 
vision for what precisely the strategic plan 
is designed to accomplish.

• The goals and timeframes must be clearly 
defined and easily measured. Everyone 
needs to understand what success and plan 
achievement will look like. Additionally, 
the partnership needs to believe the 
strategic plan goals and implementation 
are realistic and worth accomplishing. 
Again, this is predicated upon establishing 
common goals and vision.

• All involved parties must be assigned 
responsibility and held accountable for the 
appropriate implementation of the plan 
according to an agreed-upon timetable. 
This is often where your legal marketing 
advisor can bring value by tracking plan 
implementation and reporting to the 
management team regularly.

• Status reports should be periodically 
circulated to keep partners apprised of 

plan activities. Encourage partners to 
voice their input but not at the expense of 
derailing the prescribed course of action.

• Recognizing that strategic planning is a 
dynamic and fluid process, a deliberative 
evaluation process should be in place to 
assess plan effectiveness and corrective 
action steps to be taken to right the course, 
as needed. Consideration should be given 
for unanticipated economic forces, practice 
opportunities, marketplace occurrences, etc.

• Working with the management team 
throughout the process to sell the strategic 
plan, create buy-in by outlining benefits to 
be derived as the result of implementation, 
legal marketers and key legal professionals 
can leverage their positions to build 
momentum and keep the implementation 
process at a high level.

The strategic planning process, when 
thoughtfully developed and carefully 
implemented, can be an especially helpful tool 
for firms to provide highly valuable information 
for setting short and long-term goals and 
objectives, and identifying opportunities which 
may not have otherwise been considered nor 
conceived. Failure should not be an option.

Kimberly Alford Rice is Principal of KLA Marketing 
Associates (www.klamarketing.net), a business 
development advisory firm focusing on legal services. 
As a law marketing expert, Kimberly helps law firms 
and lawyers develop practical business development 
strategies and training/coaching programs which lead 
directly to new clients and increased revenues. She may 
be reached at 609.458.0415 or via email at kimberly@
klamarketing.net. 

Law Practice Management

The Strategic Planning Process: Just Get’er DoneThe Strategic Planning Process: Just Get’er Done

will be much more difficult to find than the widely distributed Joel Gott 
rendition, so sleuthing may be required.

A wine that may suit those who disdain overt oak influences 
is 2009 Roger Labbe Vin de Savoie Abymes. This wine is made 
from the Jacquère grape grown in the foothills of the French Alps. It 
offers lively green apple and melon fruit veined with minerals that 
give the wine its lean but penetrating profile. As with the Elki wine 
above, it may be a leap for retailers to add this wine to their inventory, 
particularly since another quality Savoie producer, Pierre Boniface 
Apremont Vin de Savoie, gained an earlier foothold in our market.

Finally, let us conclude an ABC (Anything But Chardonnay) white 
wine column inspired by our oppressively hot summer (I am writing 
this during our scorching July heat wave) by turning to another spot 

wine fans of value seem to be discovering—Muscadet. Muscadet is 
both the region located in the western most reaches of France’s Loire 
Valley, and the grape from which the wines are fashioned (although 
it is also called Melon de Bourgogne). I have previously lauded 
the wines of Domaine de la Pépière, and indeed continue to enjoy 
my remaining bottles of their Clos des Briords. Another Muscadet 
producer worth supporting is Serge Batard. His regular bottling is a 
find, but for a few dollars more, the 2009 Hautes Noelles Muscadet 
Sur Lie Les Granges offers more complexity and depth. This is a 
pure, linear wine offering a nutty, chalky and slightly saline impression 
that displays honeydew melon fruit in a restrained, precise and lithe 
body. It is a perfect wine to open when eating plainly prepared fish, 
particularly shellfish, or white meat dishes.  

Wine & Food
Continued from previous page
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By Michael V. 
Madden

Walking into the Larc School, 
one is immediately greeted by 
the smiles and waves of the 
school’s students. However, unlike 
institutions where lockers line the 
hallways and students run from 
class to class, the Larc School’s 
halls are occupied by its students’ 
wheelchairs and walking devices.  
Touring the Larc School one Friday 
morning this summer, I and my 
fellow committee members, Bill 
Cook and Austin DuBois, were 
amazed by the services provided by 
Larc’s faculty and administration.  
As we met with Larc’s Executive 
Director, Susan Weiner, it became 
crystal clear that Larc was a one-
of-a-kind institution focused solely 
on the education and success of its 
disabled students. As we walked 
from classroom to classroom, 
we found ourselves immediately 
interacting with Larc’s energetic 
and motivated students and the 

equally impressive and hands-on staff.
Located in Bellmawr, New Jersey, Larc 

is a unique non-profit special education 
school serving children and adult students 
with a wide range of moderate to severe 
disabilities.1 Larc was founded in 1968 by a 
group of concerned parents and is renowned 
for its warm, family-like atmosphere focused 
on each student’s individual goals and 
capabilities. Larc’s programs are provided at 
no cost to the families of its students. 

This year, in an effort to contribute more 
to our local community, our YLC created 
a scholarship fund benefiting the Larc 
School. The team, comprised of Bill, Austin, 
myself, Adam Gersh and Rachel Licausi, 
spearheaded this project to provide Larc 
with scholarship funds to assist in offsetting 
increasing costs for educating and caring 
for its student body. With the assistance of 
Larry Pelletier, Kathy Caira and the rest of 
the YLC, we have successfully launched 
our fundraising project for the Larc School 
Scholarship.  

Fundraising for the scholarship began 
earlier this year with our first annual Lobster 
Bake, which will be held at the Tap Room 
in Westmont (Please see our flyer included 
in this month’s Barrister inserts). We have 
successfully received extensive sponsorship 
from a number of local businesses, firms and 
professionals in our community, including, 
but not limited to, Rothamel Bratton LLC, 

UBS / Fendrick Group, North American 
Title Agency, Angela Barnshaw — Agent06 
at Keller Williams Realty, Westlaw, Flaster/
Greenberg P.C., New Jersey Legal Copy, 
David Capelli, Asbell & Eutsler P.A., Lou 
Guzzo, Esquire and Tate & Tate. Hopefully, 
by the time this Barrister reaches you, our 
sponsorships will have grown exponentially. 
Our goal is to create a scholarship fund that 
will contribute annually to the Larc School 
and its student body. The Lobster Bake 
will also be an annual event to support this 
worthy cause.

So please, save the date and join friends, 
family and fellow bar members for an 
awesome afternoon of music, cold beverages 
and of course lobster to support the Larc 
School and its truly incredible students 
and staff. To contribute and/or sponsor this 
exciting event, please contact Kathy Caira at 
Bar Headquarters, 856.482.0620 or e-mail 
kmc@camdencountybar.org.  

The Lobster Bake is open to all Camden 
County Bar Association members, their friends 
and family. Contact the Bar Association today 
to make your reservations!  This will truly 
be an event you don’t want to miss! I look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 

1 Information on the Larc School was graciously 
provided by Larc’s Executive Director, Susan Weiner, 
and obtained from its website at www.larcschool.org .  Yo
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Lobsters for LARC

There’s no better way to wind down the 
2010 golfing season than the Autumn 
Scramble at Scotland Run and outing co-
chairs Brenda Lee Eutsler and Alan Schwalbe 
invite all members to participate whether you 
play golf or not. “This has always been one of 
the Foundation’s most successful events, and 
we think you’ll like our move back to Scotland 
Run.” commented Eutsler. “In addition to the 
money raised for the Foundation’s important 
community service projects, it’s also a 
great event for socializing and networking 
with friends and colleagues in a relaxed 
atmosphere.” she added. 

At just $190 per player, including greens 
fees, cart, gifts, lunch, happy hour and awards 
banquet, the Autumn Scramble is the best 
golfing value in South Jersey! And you don’t 
have to make a hole-in-one to walk away with 

some great gifts and prizes. 

Of course, the real winners are the less 
fortunate in the community who will benefit 
from the Foundation-sponsored parties and 
projects made possible by the proceeds from 
this annual rite of Fall. You might even go 
home with keys to a new Lexus from Lexus 
of Cherry Hill; a Kindle compliments of Tate 
& Tate; or an iPad compliments of Asbell & 
Eutsler and Eisner & Fowler! Bar members are 
encouraged to organize firm teams or invite 
non-lawyer clients and friends to participate 
in this special event. 

The fun begins at 11 a.m. when the driving 
range and putting green open for that last 
minute warm-up, followed by lunch at 11, 
and a shotgun start at noon. After golf, enjoy 
open bar cocktails, before the sumptuous 
Awards Banquet.

A number of sponsorship/marketing 
packages, including special foursome deals 
and tee signs are available. Please use the 
Autumn Scramble registration flier included 
with the inserts to read more about this year’s 
outing, then sign up to participate!

Now celebrating its 19th year, the Autumn 
Scramble has raised more than $200,000 to 
support the Foundation’s many community 
service programs, and has something for 
everyone, whether you golf or not! The deadline 
to register is September 27th. For additional 
information about the Autumn Scramble or 
Marketing/Sponsorship opportunities, call 
Bar Headquarters at 856.482.0620 or email 
lbp@camdencountybar.org.

Don’t miss one of South Jersey’s premier 
golf outings — the Autumn Scramble at 
Scotland Run! 

Experience the 2010 Autumn Scramble  - October 4thExperience the 2010 Autumn Scramble  - October 4th



By Steven R. Neuner

The last few years have taught us and 
many of our clients, painfully, the importance 
of understanding money and finances. In my 
active bankruptcy practice, very few of my 
clients have this understanding. As a result, 
most have made unwise if not downright 
foolish decisions that brought them to me. 
Yet many avoid economics courses in college 
for the same reasons my children espouse:  
the courses are heavily laden with theory and 
mathematics. Looking for a solution to this, I 
came across Naked Economics:  Undressing 

the Dismal Science, by Charles Wheelan, a 
reporter and columnist for the British magazine 
The Economist. Out in soft cover and available 
at sites such as Amazon.com, this book—fully 
revised and updated—is interesting, enjoyably 
readable, timely, and understandable. Indeed, I 
found it eye-opening.

The explanations are virtually devoid of 
mathematics and pedantics. Instead, Wheelan 
uses real life, practical and sometimes 
whimsical illustrations to make his points. 
His illustrations ring home. Rarely does one 
have to go back and reread a sentence or a 

paragraph to grasp the meaning. 
At the same time, Wheelan avoids dogmatic 

recitations of theory. Indeed, a subtitle of this 
book could well be “Economic Theory—Warts 
and All.” He is refreshingly willing throughout 
to acknowledge and explore the limitations of 
economics, and the fallacies of the past. As 
the reader is regularly reminded, economics is 
only a tool for understanding what happens in 
our world. It does not dictate the decisions that 
we or our leaders make.

One of the strengths of the book is Wheelan’s 
understanding of the political process. For 
example, he shows how policies that lead to 
expanded trade and globalization benefit society 
as a whole, but do not play well in the policy 
arena. This is so because the benefits are widely 
spread and diffuse so that no one individual or 
group feels them, but the corresponding pain 
and disruption is sharply felt by a small and 
often vocal group. Thus, in a succinct and pithy 
narrative, Wheelan explains why governments 
and politicians often make or are driven to 
decisions that are not necessarily the wisest or 
best from an economic perspective.

Another beauty of this book is that each 
chapter can stand on its own. For example, 
the chapter on the economics of information 
(subtitled “McDonalds Did Not Make a Better 
Hamburger”), provides by itself a very readable 
explanation of the real world imbalances in 
information that create economic and political 
challenges to achieving healthcare reform. 
Likewise, the chapters on Globalization and 
The Wealth of Nations (or why some nations 
are rich and others poor) are fascinating when 
read by themselves.

The discussions are current and up-to-date. For 
example, the chapters on Financial Institutions 
and the Federal Reserve contain explanations for 
the causes of the 2007-2008 banking crisis and 
the issues faced and being faced by government 
in trying to overcome its effects and prevent such 
crises from happening again.

I highly recommend this book to anyone who 
wants to have a better “real-world based” grasp 
of economics and our financial institutions. In 
these troubled times, this is valuable knowledge, 
sorely lacking, but which we all need. Despite 
having taken several economics courses in 
college, I came away from the book with a 
broader and deeper understanding of much that 
I thought I knew but really did not.

Steven Neuner, a Certified Business Bankruptcy 
Specialist, practices in Marlton, NJ.
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VERDICT: Damage Verdict:  $427.86 (Medical 
  Expenses) (6/10/10) 
Case Type: 602 Assault
Judge: F.J. Fernandez-Vina,  PJ, Cv
Plaintiff’s Atty: Adam Greenberg, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: George Szymanski, Esq.
L-4160-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/10/10) 
Case Type: Personal Injury
Judge: John A. Fratto, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Scott Goldberg, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Edward Stolarski, Esq.
L-838-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/10/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Ronald J. Freeman, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Joe Walsh, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Coleen Ready, Esq.
L-2591-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6//11/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Michael J. Kassel, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Daniel York, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Daniel Distasi, Esq.
L-2083-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/18/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Frederick J. Schuck, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Michael Mignogna, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: William Hanifen, Esq.
L-4374-07 Jury

VERDICT: Damage Verdict:  $7,500 (6/22/10)
Case Type: Discrimination
Judge: Robert G. Millenky, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: James Michael, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Richard Friedman, Esq.
L-3191-07 Jury

VERDICT: Damage Verdict:  $1,779,523 
  Against All Defendants (6/23/10)
Case Type: Medical Malpractice
Judge: Louis R. Meloni, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Thomas Walsh,  Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Robert Gunning, Esq.
L-4626-07 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/23/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: F.J. Fernandez-Vina,  PJ, Cv
Plaintiff’s Atty: Andrew Smith, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Laurie Tilghman, Esq.
L-3365-07 Jury

VERDICT: Damage Verdict:  
  $10,000 to Plaintiff (6/25/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Michael J. Kassel, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Louis DeVoto, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Charles Blumenstein, Esq.
L-601-09 Jury

VERDICT: Liability Verdict:  100% Defendant – 
  Damage Verdict:  $31,940.25  
  (6/30/10)
Case Type: Contract
Judge: Frederick J. Schuck, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Sam Myles, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: David Carlamere, Esq.
L-6081-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/30/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: Louis R. Meloni, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Dominik Rostocki, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Lawrence Berger, Esq.
L-644-08 Jury

VERDICT: No Cause (6/30/10)
Case Type: Auto Negligence
Judge: John A. Fratto, J.S.C.
Plaintiff’s Atty: Stephen Tatonetti, Esq.
Defendant’s Atty: Charles Blumenstein, Esq.
L-6509-07 Jury

Book Review

Understanding Economic Principles in the Real WorldUnderstanding Economic Principles in the Real World
Naked Economics: Undressing the Dismal Science

 VERDICTS IN THE COURT VERDICTS IN THE COURT
Superior Court of New Jersey

Continued from page 12
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S. Posta (Mercer County) and Jonathan W. 
Wolfe (Young Lawyers Division). 
Judicial Independence  The Association 
remains committed to serving as an advocate 
for the preservation of an independent and 
impartial judiciary, and is co-sponsoring 
the June 22 symposium on Judicial 
Independence, along with several others. 
JPAC  In response to several county bar 
association resolutions regarding the Hughes 
Compact, the board approved replying to 
those via a letter from the president, with 
specific attention to clarifying misleading 
content of certain resolutions. 

Going forward, meetings — either 
individually or in a group format — will 
be held with county bar associations to 
determine the best way to ensure those voices 
are heard during the vetting process. 

In addition, President Steen, Charles 
Uliano, chair of the Judicial and Prosecutorial 
Appointments Committee, and Executive 
Director Angela C. Scheck met with 
Governor Counsel’s office to further discuss 
process issues related to the investigation 
and vetting of candidates for the bench and 
prosecutor positions. 
Diversity Statement  In a unanimous 
voice vote, the board adopted a diversity 
statement. It reads: 

“The NJSBA strives to promote and foster 
an inclusive and diverse bar association. The 
Association includes within the broad concept 
of diversity, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, 
disability, sexual orientation and gender identity 
and other under-represented groups such as 
government lawyers and in-house counsel. We 
are committed to ensuring that all of our members 
are given the opportunity to fully participate 
in leadership positions and all programs and 
services offered by the bar association and in all 
aspects of the legal profession. 

The NJSBA is committed to ensuring that 
the individual differences of its members are 
understood, respected and appreciated. We 
recognize that leveraging individual difference 
is critically important to fulfilling the bar 
association’s mission and to its continued 
growth and success. The NJSBA has zero 
tolerance for and will promptly investigate and 
respond to hatred, intolerance, insensitivity, 
bigotry, threats of violence, harassment or 
discrimination and all other actions that are 
inconsistent with its efforts to be an inclusive 
and diverse bar association.” 

Government Relations  The board voted in 
favor of sending Gov. Chris Christie a letter in 
support of maintaining the Office of the Child 
Advocate. It voted to back, with amendments, 
the “New Jersey Fair Debt Collection Act.” 
The board also granted its support to the 
proposed Uniform Act on Trust Law. 
Rules Hearing Allen Etish testified at the 
Supreme Court’s rules hearing in mid-May. 
In addition to a discussion of various rule 
changes, the members of the Court each 
spoke about the contributions of Justice John 
E. Wallace Jr. 

Related to rules, Etish addressed 
amendments to RPC 7.3 that would expand 
the “30-day rule” to prohibit a lawyer from 
soliciting a prospective client for 30 days 
after any event that resulted in personal 
injury or death (the rule now is limited to 
contacts after a “mass disaster”). The NJSBA 
recommended that the 30-day rule apply to 
all municipal court and criminal matters. 

Also on behalf of the Association, Posta 
spoke in support of amendments to RPC 5.5 
that would make it easier for out-of-state 
lawyers to come into the state to handle 
private ADR matters. 

And John Eastlack urged the Court not 
to adopt proposed amendments to R. 4:18-1 
that would a) require document requests to be 
completed with within 35 days, and b) require 
a certificate of completeness be submitted 
with the documents. The NJSBA position is 
that the 35-day period is far too short. 
Mid-Year Meeting  The New Jersey State 
Bar Association has long-planned to hold 
its 2010 Mid-Year Meeting in Scottsdale. 
After a great deal of discussion, impassioned 
debate and soul-searching, the Board of 
Trustees earlier voted to move forward with 
those plans. The decision of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association was, in large part, a 
financial one. 

Planning is now in the works to hold a 
symposium on immigration issues, including 
discussion of the racial profiling experience 
in New Jersey, and issues in family, labor 
and employment and others. Efforts are also 
being made to connect with community 
and other legal groups to determine what, 
if anything, members can do to address the 
issue while in Arizona. 
Recent events  The New Jersey State Bar 
Foundation honored retired Chief Justice 
James R. Zazzali and Judge Renee Weeks at 
its June 7 Medal of Honor reception. 

NJSBA Trustee Update

Diversity (Help Wanted!)Diversity (Help Wanted!)
Continued from page 6

Summer 2010
Active (8)
Michelle Altieri, Esq.  
Blank Rome LLP
301 Carnegie Center
Princeton, NJ  08540
609-750-2990
Fax 609-897-7441

Sean T. Conley, Esq. 
Helmer, Paul, Conley & Kasselman, P.A.
111 White Horse Pike
Haddon Heights, NJ  08035
856-547-7888
Fax 856-547-7797

Eric D. Frank, Esq. 
Duane Morris LLP
1940 Route 70 East, Suite 200
Cherry Hill, NJ  08003
856-874-4200
Fax 856-874-4655

John C. Grady, Esq. 
Wardell, Craig, Annin & Baxter
41 Grove Street
Haddonfield, NJ  08033
856-795-2220
Fax 856-429-1060

Alia L. Grimes, Esq. 
The Law Offices of Daniel K. Newman
1202 Laurel Oak Road, Suite 207
Voorhees, NJ  08043
856-309-9007

Patrick M. Hennigan, III, Esq. 
707 Jefferson Avenue
Cherry Hill, NJ  08002

Robert P.  Johnson, III, Esq. 
Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg LLP
457 Haddonfield Road, Suite 510
Cherry Hill, NJ  08002
856-486-6963
Fax 856-486-4875

Christofer C. Johnson, Esq. 
Shanese I. Johnson & Associates, P.C.
527 Cooper Street
Camden, NJ  08102
609-964-9366
Fax 215-557-1617

Limited Law (1)
Dominic Fahey
North American Title Agency
1040 North Kings Highway, Suite 700
Cherry Hill, NJ  08034
856-773-3210
Fax 856-773-4141

Welcome Welcome 
New MembersNew Members
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By Howard C. Gilfert, Assistant Camden County Prosecutor

In order for a confession to be admissible, it must have been made 
voluntarily, intelligently and knowingly. Our courts have, over time, 
defined “voluntary, intelligent and knowing” to require a number of 
significant acts by the police in various circumstances. When the 
suspect is a juvenile, this standard is defined even more narrowly.

In recent years, our appellate courts have begun to draw considerable 
distinctions between juvenile suspects and adult suspects. This is due 
to the increased emphasis on punishment vs. rehabilitation in today’s 
juvenile justice system. See State v. Presha, 163 N.J. 304 (2000). 
Perhaps in no area has this been more pronounced than on the subject 
of juvenile confessions.

For instance, a confession by a juvenile under the age of 14 is 
inadmissible as a matter of law if it was not given in the presence 
of a parent or guardian unless such a person is truly unavailable or 
unwilling to be present. Presha at 308. Where the juvenile is 14 years 
of age or older, the “totality of the circumstances” standard applies. 
However, the absence of a parent or guardian during the questioning 
of such an older juvenile is a “highly significant fact” to be weighed 
in assessing whether the confession was knowing, intelligent and 
voluntary. 163 N.J. at 308. The role of the parent or guardian is to 
act as an advisor and provide a measure of support in the unfamiliar 
setting of a police station. 163 N.J. at 314.

The courts are now examining not only the presence of a parent or 
guardian, but also the participation of the parent or guardian during 
police questioning. 

In State ex rel. Q.N., 179 N.J. 165 (2004), the juvenile was 12 
years old. He was suspected of molesting three girls. At the behest of 
the police, Q.N.’s mother took him to the police station. She remained 
in the interview room as the detective read the Miranda rights and 
questioned Q.N. for approximately 5 minutes. Q.N. stated he was 
reluctant to discuss sexual matters in the presence of his mother. 
Q.N.’s mother informed him that she believed he was guilty based on 
his behavior. She agreed to view the interview from an adjacent room 
with a one-way mirror. She was able to hear the interview and alert 
the detective if she wished to intervene. Q.N. was unaware his mother 
was available to him in this manner.

During brief further questioning, Q.N. admitted to the detective 
that he molested all three girls. The detective retrieved Q.N.’s mother 
and Q.N. repeated his admission in a recorded statement with his 
mother present in the room.

The court held that this was an instance where Q.N.’s mother 
was present during the Miranda warnings and voluntarily left the 
interview room. She was able to observe and hear the questioning and 
intervene if she so desired. As such, the court held the confession was 
not inadmissible as a matter of law under Presha. The court applied 
the totality of the circumstances test and ruled the confession to be 
admissible. The court warned that in the future, the police should 

not suggest a parent or guardian leave the interview room. Such an 
arrangement should only originate with the parent or guardian. 

As this article goes to press, the New Jersey Supreme Court has 
addressed the issue again in State in the Interest of A.S., A-58/59-09 
(July 29, 2010).

In A.S., the juvenile in question was a 14 year old girl. A.S. lived in 
a duplex with her adoptive mother, F.D. F.D.’s daughter, granddaughter 
and grandson, C.J., lived in the other half of the duplex.  A.S. was 
accused of molesting 4 year old C.J. while babysitting him. 

 When C.J. disclosed that A.S. molested him, F.D. confronted 
A.S. The family contacted the police. The following morning, A.S. 
allegedly admitted to her family that she molested C.J.

The county prosecutor’s office interviewed A.S. A.S. confessed. Her 
adoptive mother, F.D., was present during the interview. The Family 
Court ruled the confession admissible and adjudicated A.S. delinquent.

On appeal, the Appellate Division held that A.S.’s confession was 
inadmissible based on F.D.’s inadequacy as a buffer between A.S. and 
the police. The court also indicated that when the juvenile’s parent or 
guardian is known by the police to have close ties to both the victim 
and the juvenile suspect, the juvenile suspect should have an attorney 
present. 

The Supreme Court found that the mere presence of a parent 
during questioning is insufficient. In order to serve as an effective 
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Anthony R. La Ratta, Esq. of Archer & Greiner, 
P.C., has been installed as 1st Vice President of the 
Estate and Financial Planning Council of Southern 
New Jersey (EFPCSNJ).  Mr. La Ratta, a Partner in 
the firm’s Haddonfield, office, was installed at the 
Council’s annual installation dinner on June 10 at 
Catelli’s Ristorante in Voorhees.

Christopher R. Gibson, Shareholder and member 
of Archer & Greiner’s Board of Directors, has been 
elected to succeed Gary J. Lesneski as President, 
effective October 1, 2010.  Mr. Gibson and James H. 
Carll, who remains firm Chairman, will lead the 175-
lawyer firm, which has experienced extensive growth 
over the last ten years.

Mr. Gibson, 50, is Chair of the Litigation Department 
and its Environmental Law Practice Group and serves 
on the firm’s Finance Committee. As a member of the 
Board since 2002, he has played an integral part in 
the firm’s recent growth.

Eric G. Fikry, Associate, Blank Rome LLP has been 
elected Vice President of the Asian Pacific American 
Lawyers Association of New Jersey (APALA/NJ) for the 
2010-2011 term.  APALA/NJ is the largest specialty 
bar association collectively representing the interests 

of Asian and Pacific American lawyers in New Jersey.  
Timothy J. Szuhaj, Esq. has been tapped to 

head Becker Meisel’s new Intellectual Property Law 
department. 

Formerly the chair of Spector Gadon & Rosens 
IP group, Szuhaj focuses his practice in the areas 
of intellectual property law; technology, internet, 
and e-commerce law; as well as prosecution of 
trademark, service mark and copyright applications 
and assignments; negotiating and drafting licenses, 
and managing intellectual property portfolios. He has 
written and spoken widely on topics of IP law and has 
represented clients in numerous high profile cases.

Drew A. Molotsky, Esq. and Kimberly Packman, 
Esq. have joined Becker Meisel’s family law 
department.

Graduates of the Widener University School of 
Law, Molotsky and Packman, both previously worked 
in the family law department of Spector Gadon & 
Rosen. A Certified Matrimonial Attorney, in addition to 
his family law work, Molotsky maintains an extensive 
appellate practice. Packman’s work on divorce and 
child custody cases is augmented by her instituting of 
adult guardianship proceedings for the Ocean County 

Board of Social Services and her handling of adoptions 
through the Division of Youth and Family Services.  

Hersh Kozlov, Esq. has been named by Duane 
Morris LLP, the managing partner of its Cherry Hill 
office and a member of its Trial Practice Group, to its 
47-member partners board. The board approves the 
700-lawyer international firm’s major policy decisions 
and sets firm fees. 

Kozlov joined Duane Morris from now-dissolved 
WolfBlock in April 2009 as part of a group of more 
than 50 lawyers. He focuses his practice in the areas 
of complex commercial litigation and federal and state 
regulatory matters, and is a firm leader in the area of 
gaming law. He has served on the boards of directors 
of several NASDAQ-listed institutions. In addition, 
Kozlov is a member of the Finance Committee of the 
Republican National Committee and was appointed by 
President Bush to serve a two-year term as a member 
of the President’s Advisory Committee for Trade Policy 
and Negotiations. He earned his J.D. in 1972 from 
Case Western Reserve University and his B.A. from 
Temple University in 1969.
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buffer between the juvenile and the police, the parent or guardian must 
act with the best interests of the juvenile in mind. 

The court noted that it was F.D., not the detectives, who read the 
Miranda rights to A.S. F.D.’s treatment of A.S. during the explanation 
of the Miranda warnings was somewhat intemperate. When A.S. 
had questions about her rights, both F.D. and the detectives provided 
explanations. F.D.’s explanations were not entirely accurate.  

In the interview, there were frequent, long pauses during which A.S. 
exhibited a reluctance to speak about the allegations. F.D. displayed 
significant antagonism toward A.S. F.D. was impatient with A.S. and 
expressed her certainty that A.S. was guilty.

The Supreme Court applied the totality of the circumstances test 
because A.S. was 14 years old. The court held the confession was 
not knowing, intelligent and voluntary under the circumstances and 
reversed the adjudication of delinquency. The court rejected the per se
rule suggested by the Appellate Division which would have required 
legal representation during questioning when the juvenile’s parent is 
closely related to the victim.

It is not at all unusual in juvenile sex abuse cases for the victim and 
the alleged perpetrator to be related. Nor is it unusual for the accused 
to demonstrate reluctance to discuss sexual activity in the presence of 
a parent or guardian. We now have substantial guidance as to what is 
required of law enforcement when interviewing juvenile suspects in 
such circumstances. 
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